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and Consider

Protect your dog

Leptospirosis is threat to our pets

Does your dog drink from standing
water? Is your dog exposed to areas
where wildlife has been? Do you take
your dog to a dog park or day care?
If you’ve answered yes to any of
these, your dog may be at risk for
Leptospirosis (Lepto for short). Lepto
is a potentially deadly bacterial disease
that threatens the health of our canine
friends. The good news is that there
is a vaccine that will protect your pet.
Lepto has been diagnosed in dogs living
in all areas—from urban, suburban, and
rural areas.
The most common Lepto carriers
include raccoons, skunks, opossums,
squirrels and rats. Livestock can also
carry the disease.

How are dogs exposed?

Protection

The Lepto vaccine is safe and
effective and is now available as a
combination vaccine that will protect
your pet from Lepto and Lyme
disease (see page 2 for information on
ways to protect your pet from Lyme
disease). Lepto does require a booster.
The RRAH team will discuss if this is
an appropriate choice for your dog.
“Our job is to make people aware
of the risk of their dog getting Lepto
and that there is a vaccine available
to protect their pet,” said Dr. Dave
Brewer.
For more information about the
vaccine, or about Lepto, contact us. We
can help.

Lepto is generally spread through
the urine of an infected animal. Most
dogs that spend any time outdoors are
at risk for Lepto. Dogs typically become
infected when they come into contact
with wet grass, soil, puddles, streams or
ponds contaminated with the urine of
the infected animals. The Lepto bacteria
can enter your pet’s system through a cut
in the skin, or the eyes, nose, or mouth.
Humans can also become infected with
Lepto.
For example, an infected rat urinates
in a puddle of water on the sidewalk or
an infected raccoon urinates in the dew
covered grass along the sidewalk. You
walk your dog in these areas. Your dog
steps in the contaminated area. Once
home, your dog licks his feet. Your dog is
exposed. That simple. That fast.

What are the symptoms?

It is important to note that some
dogs don’t show any signs of illness.
Some dogs will show flu like symptoms
that can be easily missed by owners.
Once a dog begins to vomit and
becomes ill, it is important that pet
owners get immediate help for their pet.

Symptoms

w Lack of interest in eating
w Vomiting
w Abdominal pain
w Fever
w Yellow color in mouth or gums
w Changes in urination frequency

New flea & tick protection now available

Oral chews pets love...On your schedule

Pet owners now have a choice of two new products for flea and
tick protection. Bravetco gives your dog up to 12 weeks of protection
against fleas and ticks. NexGard offers your dog up to 4 weeks of
protection against fleas and ticks.

RRAH has a mobile App
Download it today

w Receive clinic promotions and news
w Share your pet’s photos
w Stay connected

We can help you with a plan to offer your pet protection against fleas and ticks.
Ask us for more information.
Visit our website
for promotions
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Like us on FaceBook.

Your Pet’s Health Reminders

You will receive your pet’s
health reminders (for vaccinations
and other wellness checkups) by
email. We will send reminders
by mail only if your pet is
past due on services.
If we do not have
your email, we will
mail all of your health
reminders.

